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time, it alleviates captivity, and takes away something
from the miseries of war. The rage of war, however miti-
gated, will always fill the world with calamity and hor-
rour; let it not, then, be unnecessarily extended; let
animosity and hostility cease together; and no man be
longer deemed an enemy, than while his sword is drawn
against us.

The effects of these contributions may, perhaps, reach
still further. Truth is best supported by virtue: we may
hope, from those who feel, or who see, our charity, that
they shall no longer detest, as heresy, that religion, which
makes its professors the followers of, him, who has com-
manded us to " do good to them that hate us."

ON THE BRAVERY

OF

THE ENGLISH COMMON SOLDIERS8.

BY those who have compared the military genius of the
English with that of the French nation, it is remarked,
that " the French officers will always lead, if the soldiers
will follow;" and that " the English soldiers will always
follow, if their officers will lead,"

In all pointed sentences, some degree of accuracy must
be sacrificed to conciseness; and, in this comparison, our
officers seem to lose what our soldiers gain. I know not
any reason for supposing that the English officers are less
.willing than the French to lead; but it is, I think, univer-
sally -allowed, that the English soldiers are more willing to
follow. < Our nation may boast, beyond any other people
in the world, of a kind of epidemick bravery, diffused
equally through all its ranks. We can show a peasantry

* This short paper was added to some editions of the Idler, when collected
into volumes, but not by Dr. Johnson, as Mr. Boswell asserts, nor to the early
editions of that-work.